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Access to Higher Education : Widening Social Class Disparities
YAN G Dong-ping
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Abdgract : This paper discusses the main findings of an investigation of the backgrounds of the un-
dergraduate studentsfrom selected higher education institutions. With respect to access to higher edu-
cation in China, class disparities has been widening s nce the 1999 enrol ment expansion: the proportion
of the students of rural origins has declined sgnificantly ; more studentsfrom advantaged social groups
has concentrated in hot subjects; studentsfrom disadvantaged groupsin genera have higher scoresin u-
niversity and college entrance examination ( gaokao) than those from advantaged groups; these trends
are mainly resulted from the accumulation and continuation of educational disparitiesin senior secondary
education.
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